
PART 6 - THE VARIOUS TYPES OF SHELTER 
 
 
Many different types of air raid shelter were created and used during World War 2.   
 
1a.  Anderson Shelters were designed to be erected and sunk into essentially level ground in 
urban back gardens.  They were typically covered with the earth which had been removed to 
allow the shelters to be sunk into the ground. 
 
They were occasionally found in other settings, such as next to the Bridgewater Canal in 
Shropshire. 
 
Householders with uneven, sloped and terraced gardens often dug Anderson shelters into the 
side of steep slopes etc.  Rocks were often then used to cover and protect the exposed metal. 
 

These documents have photographs of, and further information about, the few shelters 
that have survived until today in their original positions:- 
 
Northern England 
Wales & the Midlands 
London & Southern England 

 
1b.  Most Anderson shelters were removed from their original positions after the war and the 
metal was recycled.  Some, however, were re-purposed as garden sheds, pig sties etc.  Photos of 
some of those that remain are here. 
 
1c.  Some families erected their Anderson shelters inside their houses - see this web page.   
 
2.  Morrison shelters were specifically designed for use inside homes.  Further information 
about these is here. 
 
3.  Wilmot shelters were commercially-made and rather upmarket Anderson-style metal 
shelters, designed to be embedded in concrete.  Further information about these is here.  
 
4.  Some house-owners with access to concrete built concrete shelters which were shaped like 
Anderson shelters.  Some photos of those that remain are here. 
 
5.  Large Stanton shelters may still be found on ex-military sites.  Further information about 
these is here.  A somewhat different style of large shelter may still be found at RAF Graveley, 
Cambridgeshire.   
 
6.  And there was a wide range of smaller non-standard shelters as well as three unusual and 
fascinating structures near (what was once) RAF Hornchurch.  
 
7.  Many factories also had their own shelters.  One interesting group may be found in Halstead, 
Essex. 
 
8.  In London, the authorities built a number of deep-level shelters as well as shallow trench-style 
shelters in parks.  Information about the tragic bombing of the shelter in Kennington Park may 
be found here.  
 

https://www.civilservant.org.uk/as/northern_england.pdf
https://www.civilservant.org.uk/as/wales_and_the_midlands.pdf
https://www.civilservant.org.uk/as/london_and_southern_england.pdf
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/recycled-anderson-shelters/
https://www.civilservant.org.uk/as/6a-anderson_shelters_indoors.pdf
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/morrison-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/wilmot-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/concrete-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/stanton-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/raf-graveley-cambridgeshire/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/raf-graveley-cambridgeshire/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/non-standard-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/raf-hornchurch/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/halsteads-factory-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/halsteads-factory-shelters/
https://andersonshelters.org.uk/other-shelters/deep-level-shelters/
https://www.vauxhallandkennington.org.uk/bombing.html
https://www.vauxhallandkennington.org.uk/bombing.html


9.  There has been some interest in producing Anderson-style bomb shelters for Ukraine. 

 

https://www.civilservant.org.uk/as/Ukraine.pdf

